SIZAR-----SKATES.

took the name Montalto. Under Gregory
XIIL he lived a retired life for some years
in his villa, and is said to have assumed the
mask of pious simplicity and old age in
order to prepare himself for the papal chair.
On Gregory's death in 1585 he was unani-
mously elected pope, and immediately mani-
fested himself an able and energetic ruler.
Herestored order in the States of the Church,
cleared the country of bandits, and regu-
lated the finances. He re-established discip-
line in the religious orders, and fixed the
number of cardinals at seventy. He took a
part in most of the great political events
then agitating Europe. He supported Henry
IIL against the Huguenots, and Philip II.
against England. The great aim of his
foreign policy was the promotion of the
cause of Eoman Catholicism throughout
Europe against Protestantism.

Si zar, a term used in the University of
Cambridge, and at Trinity College, Dublin,
to denote a class of students of limited
means who usually receive their commons
free and are pecuniarily assisted otherwise.
They were originally required toperform cer-
tain duties of a menial character, but this
practice has long ago fallen into desuetude.
Formerly there was a similar class of stu-
dents at Oxford called servitors.

Size.   See Glue.

SjseUaad (syel'lan):   Sfce Seeland.

Skagen, CAPE, or THB SKAW, the extreme
northern point of the province of Jutland,
Denmark. A lighthouse, 67 feet high, built
by Frederick II in 1564, is situated on the
cape. The village of Skagen, close by, has
2000 inhabitants.

Skager-Rack, a broad arm of the German
Ocean, which washes Norway on the north,
Jutland on the south, and Sweden on the
east, where it communicates with the Cat-
tegafc; length, w.s.w. to E.N.E., about 150
miles; breadth, 80 miles. Its depth varies
from 30 to upwards of 200 fathoms. There
are several good harbours on the Norwegian
and Swedish coasts.

Skalds.    See Scalds.

Skate, a name popularly applied to several
species of the genus of fishes Raia or rays.
The skeleton is cartilaginous, the body much

depressed, and more or less approaching to
a rhomboidal form. The common skate
(Raia batis) agrees with the other members
of the genus Maicu in possessing a fiat broad
body, the chief portion of which is made up

Gray Skate (Raiabatis).

of the expanded pectoral fins, which are con-
cealed, in a manner, under the skin. The
tail is long and slender, and the snout
pointed, with a prominent ridge or keel
The teeth are arranged in a mosaic or pave-
ment-like pattern. This fish, although com-
monly seen of moderate dimensions, may
attain a weight of 200 Ibs. or more-
Skates and Skating. A skate consists
of a frame shaped somewhat like the sole
of a shoe, underneath which is fastened a
metallic runner, the whole being intended to
be fastened, one under each foot, for gliding
rapidly over the ice. Skating seems to be
of great antiquity, mention being made of
it in the Edda. Both in Edinburgh and
in London skating was a highly popular
amusement several centuries ago. In Hol-
land, from time immemorial, skates have
been used by all classes of people upon the
canals and rivers for the facility of loco-
motion they afford. Great variety in the
manufacture of skates has been introduced
within a comparatively short period. In
the most improved forms the wood of the
older skate has been replaced by metallic
fittings, and the skate is attached to the
foot by spring fastenings, which obviate
the need for straps. A kind of skates,
termed 'parlour skates' or roller skates, in
which the metal runner is replaced by
small wheels, is used on a prepared as-
phalt or other smooth flooring1.
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